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Abstract
. . Introduction: The main purpose of the present study iSito i e role of the dark triad traits of
Receive Date: personality, competitiveness and moral inte(IA‘gen i dents' schadenfreude using the descriptive-
00/00/0000 correlational research method.
Method: The statistical population of the st d students of Meshgin Shahr universities in
Accept Date: the academic year of 2022-2023 in the numb people, of which 200 people were determined as a
00/00/0000 sample and were selected by quota_sam d. Jenison and Wister's dark triad traits of personality

ik and Kiel's moral intelligence (2005) and Yeganeh et al.'s
collect information. The collected data was analyzed in
Spss-24 software and usin oefficient and multiple linear regression tests
Results: The resul%nta y showed schadenfreude in students with narcissism (r=
0.378), antisocial behavior(r: etitiveness (r= 0.260) and moral intelligence (r= - 0.260) has
a relationship (p < 0.05). e results of the regression analysis showed that moral intelligence (f = -
.254) and antisociality (B = 0.234) played the greatest role in predicting

schadenfreude (2023) que

studentg hap
Discussﬁ an
of personali

sed on the findings of the research, it can be said that the three dark traits
ss and moral intelligence are among the most important predictors of
dents, which should be considered in treatment and assistance programs.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Emotions are an integral part of human life. In general, two emotional reactions occur when faced with the
misfortune and misery of others. One is a negative emotional reaction that leads to sympathy and the other is a positive
emotional reaction that depicts schadenfreude. Schadenfreude means malicious joy from the misfortune of others because it is
enjoying an event that is considered unpleasant to others. Whenever a person suffers misfortune and the emotions of observers
change after, the observers feel happy about his misfortune, they have experienced schadenfreude. Lack of empathy is a
common feature of the dark triad of personality traits and creates a strong conceptual link between the dark triad of personality
traits and the experience of schadenfreude. The psychological structure of the dark triad of personality traits can also be a reason
for people's competitiveness. Competitiveness indicates individual differences in preferences for competition. Excessive
competitiveness is a neurotic need to maintain a sense of self-worth and power at all cests. People with dark personality traits,
due to a lack of shame and guilt, accept ideas that others consider immoral. Moral intelligence is the ability to distinguish right
from wrong, which requires having strong moral beliefs and acting on these beliefs, as wellas behaving with honesty and
dignity. By using moral intelligence, a person learns to do smart things‘and achieve themost appropriate action. The present
study seeks to determine the role of dark personality traits, competitivenessyiand morahintelligence in students' happiness
Method: The method of study was descriptive-correlational. The statistical"population of the study was all students of Ardabil
city who were studying at the university in the academic year 1401-1402, from Which 200 people were selected by convenience .
Dark-Triad-Traits-Questionnaire: This scale was measured the subscales of Machrtavellianism, narcissism and antisociality. The
validity of the scale was 0.87 using Cronbach's alpha and the convergent valN.Lty using the average variance extracted was 0.62,
which indicates the desired validity for the present questionnaire.

Competitiveness-Questionnaire: This scale was developed by Frankefgand measures the subscales of desire to win, satisfaction
from improving performance, motivation to strive in competitiveysituations and situations, preference for difficult tasks over
easy tasks, and satisfaction from doing things well. The testasetest reliability for the entire scale was reported to be 0.89. The
validity of the scale was obtained by using factor leadings hig%e\r than 0240 in all indicators.

Moral-Intelligence-Questionnaire: This scale was “measured® the, subscales of honesty, forgiveness, responsibility, and
compassion. The reliability of the questionnaire 1590.96%through, Cronbach's alpha, and the face validity and content internal
consistency of the questionnaire were obtained by theldevelopers.

Shadendorff-Questionnaire: To examine the level of*Shadendorff and its status, the scale of Yeganeh was used. All scales
showed their highest loadings on'the determined“factor and the corresponding factor sizes were large and ranged from 0.46 to
0.88, indicating high construct®aliditydin the Scale /The reliability of the scale as a whole using Cronbach's alpha was .91.
Results: The present study was €onductedhon 70imen (35%) and 130 women (65%) with a mean and standard deviation of 29.24
+ 6.46 years of age, of which,13%,(26) Were studying at the associate's level, 72% (144) at the bachelor's level, and 15% (30) at
the master's level.

To test the role of the dark triad }kpersonality traits, competitiveness, and moral intelligence with Schadenfrood, multiple
regression analysis was usedy I the study, the data distribution should be normal and the collinearity index of the predictor
variables, i.e. the variance t0lerance index for all variables in the range of 0 to 1, and the VIF value for all variables should be
less than 10. The Durbit-Watson index was also obtained as 2.27. The linear combination of predictor variables (dark personality
triad, competitiveness, and moral intelligence) showed that they significantly predicted students' Shadenfroud (F=18.112;
p<0.001).

The dark triad, competitiveness, and moral intelligence together explained 31% of the variance in Shadenfroud in students
(R=0.317). The existing regression coefficients indicate that moral intelligence (f = -0.268 and p = 0.001<0.01) has the largest
negative contribution to predicting students' Shadenfroud as much as -0.268. The contribution of competitiveness (f = 0.254 and
p = 0.001<0.01) to predicting students' Shadenfroud as much as 0.254.

Conclusion: The first finding showed that the characteristics of the dark personality triad all three have a significant
contribution to predicting Shadenfroud. Narcissists need constant feedback from those around them; therefore, it is likely that
narcissists use Schadenfreude as a strategy to increase their self-esteem. Machiavellians have a broadly negative view of others
and perceive others as controlling and demanding. Sociopaths, identified with high levels of sensation seeking, impulsivity, and
low levels of empathy. There is no remorse in antisocial individuals, and given the characteristic of a lack of empathy associated
with antisociality and the need for Schadenfreude, the two are related. The second finding shows that moral-intelligence makes a
significant contribution to predicting Schadenfreude. Moral-intelligence is one of the dimensions of intelligence and is
considered a predictor of behavior. Seeing a friend in distress usually evokes empathetic responses, while pain in a competitor
may elicit pleasure, and as stated, the intensity of the experience of pleasure from the misery and pain of others is the definition
of happiness. Another finding showed that competitiveness also makes a significant contribution to predicting happiness. People
with a strong need to win view the world from a negative perspective. The strong need to win is partly due to the fear of feeling
that they live in a world where hostility exists and the only way to survive is to win or defeat another. when happiness occurs,
mechanisms are triggered in the individual through which they develop aggressive behaviors towards the competing individual
or group.
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